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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claim 7 is allowed. 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 6 and 8 are withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to US Pat. No.: 2,255,197 issued to Thomas. Rejections based on the 
newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: The article "the" in the 
phrase "the upper reflector frame" (claim 7, line 3) should read -a-; otherwise, this phrase has 
no antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1, 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Primeau 
(3,058,392). 

The limitations in claims 1-2 are shown in Primeau's Figs. 1-2, columns 2-3. Primeau discloses a 
device comprising: a frame 10, an upper reflecting element 24 permanently affixed to said frame, 
and one lower reflecting element 32 permanently affixed to said frame wherein the limitations 
"the incident light is reflected to the periphery of user's eye" are inherently included in the 
Primeau' s device. In arguments in page 7, the applicant argues that "The natural limitation that 
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the invention reflects incident light to the periphery of the eye was added to the claim" and "The 
purpose of the applicant's invention is to aid macular degeneration patients by reflecting incident 
light to the periphery of the eye. All of the patents identified by the examiner are for purposes 
other than that of this invention and therefore do not reflect light to the periphery of the eye, but 
to the normally responsive macula. This modification adds an additional limitation to the claims 
that is not found in the other patents", it is unclear to what called "this modification"? It appears 
that the applicant does not modify his invention from Primeau's device. The "adds an additional 
limitations to claim" is nothing more than describe the functions of the upper and lower 
reflecting elements. These functions are. inherently included in the Primeau's device because the 
same structure should provide the same functions. 

6. Claims 1,3,4,6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Thomas 
(2,255,197). 

The limitations in claims 1,3,4,6 are shown in Thomas's Figs. 1-4, page 1, columns 2 through 
page 2, column 1. Thomas discloses a device comprising: a frame 2, an upper reflecting element 
18 permanently affixed to said frame, and one lower reflecting element 17 permanently affixed 
to said frame wherein the limitations "the incident light is reflected to the periphery of user's 
eye" are inherently included in the Thomas's device. Thomas also discloses the shield 15 
preventing light from passing between said upper reflecting elements and said lower reflecting 
elements directly to the eye. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thomas. 
The limitations in claim 7 are shown in Thomas's Figs 1-4 as discussed above. The Thomas's 
device includes a housing/frame 7 for holding the reflecting elements within the housing. 
Although Thomas device does not teach the exact the shape of the housing as that claimed by 
applicant, the shape, size, dimension differences are considered obvious choices and are not 
patentable unless unexpected results are obtained from these changes. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in this art to modify the Thomas reference by 
forming a housing/frame having the same shape as the applicant's. Such a modification would 
have substantially the same functions as that of the Thomas device. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Mai whose telephone number is (571) 272-2334. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Georgia Y. Epps can be reached on (571) 272-2328. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1562. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Huy Mai 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2873 
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August 2, 2005 



